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HOUSE BI LL 2979

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Kessler and Buck

Read first tinme 01/26/2004. Referred to Commttee on Agriculture &
Nat ural Resources.

AN ACT Relating to clarifying authority regarding ground water
wi t hdrawal s; and anendi ng RCW 19. 27. 097.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW19.27.097 and 1995 ¢ 399 s 9 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Each applicant for a building permt of a building
necessitating potable water shall provide evidence of an adequate water
supply for the intended use of the building. Evidence may be in the
formof a water right permt fromthe departnent of ecology, a letter
from an approved water purveyor stating the ability to provide water,
or another formsufficient to verify the existence of an adequate water

suppl y. In addition to other authorities, the county or city may
i npose conditions on building permts requiring connection to an
exi sting public water system where the existing systemis willing and

able to provide safe and reliable potable water to the applicant with
reasonabl e econony and efficiency but may not [imt or condition ground
water withdrawals to protect existing water rights. Absent an
interlocal agreenent between a county and the departnent of ecol ogy,
the departnent of ecology retains sole authority over the requlation
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and appropriation of waters of the state, under chapters 90.03, 90. 44,
and 90.54 RCW An application for a water right shall not be
sufficient proof of an adequate water supply.

(2) Wthin counties not required or not choosing to plan pursuant
to RCW 36. 70A. 040, the county and the state may nutually determ ne
those areas in the county in which the requirenents of subsection (1)
of this section shall not apply. The departnents of health and ecol ogy
shal |l coordinate on the inplenentation of this section. Shoul d the
county and the state fail to nutually determne those areas to be
designated pursuant to this subsection, the county may petition the
departnent of community, trade, and econom c devel opnent to nedi ate or,
i f necessary, make the determ nation.

(3) Buildings that do not need potable water facilities are exenpt
fromthe provisions of this section. The departnent of ecol ogy, after
consultation wth | ocal governnents, may adopt rules to inplenent this
section, which may recogni ze differences between high-growth and | ow
growt h counti es.

~-- END ---
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